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Click here for  a larger picture. 

Builder:  Ken Sm ith.  
Model:  BT5G 5 st r ing bass. 
Ser ial Num ber:  5G 1058 93FM.  
Case/ Gigbag:  or iginal hardshell case (black) . 

Dim ensions 
Scale Length:  34 inches. 
Neck Shape:  flat -oval.  
Width at  Nut :  1 3/ 4 inches. 
St r ing Width at  Br idge:  2 13/ 16 inches. 
Overall Length:  44 1/ 4 inches.  
Widest :  13 3/ 4 inches. 
Weight :  10 pounds. 

Const ruct ion 
Neck:  5-piece m aple and m orado, neck through with heavily  contoured heel,  large or iginal sty le Sm ith 
headstock with black veneer and large pear l "S"  logo. 
Fingerboard:  m orado, 24 frets, with large 'Sm ith' dots. 
Body:  quilted m aple top and back on m ahogany core, decorat ive accents between top/ core/ back, as well as 
between neck and body.  
Finish:  high gloss. 

Hardware 
Bridge:  Sm ith quick  release, low profile ( gold) .  
Tuners:  Sm ith m inis (gold) .  
St rap but tons:  inlaid Dunlop locking. 
Outputs:  1/ 4"  m ono. 

Elect ronics 
Pickups:  Sm ith soapbars with exposed (adjustable)  polepieces. 
Cont rols:  volum e, balance, bass, m iddle, t reble. 
Pream p:  Sm ith act ive, 9-volt . 

Condit ion 
Fret  wear:  ext rem ely light .  
Superficial wear:  none. 
Deep wear:  none. 
Hardware wear:  light  wear on tuning m achines (plat ing is a lit t le dull in som e parts) .  
Pickups wear:  none.  
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Overall Condit ion:  near m int .  
  
Com m ents:  

An unusual story, but  if you think about  it ,  it  m akes sense...  Looks like som eone went  out  and 
found the best  sounding Sm ith bass they could find -  in this case an ear ly  90's BT m odel ( the 
ones with the large headstock -  yay! ) ,  and then gave it  a very  expensive high gloss finish. 
Perhaps they just  didn't  like the t ypical ( thin)  Sm ith finish? Or perhaps they just  like really 
shiny inst rum ents? For whatever reason, here it  is now, the only  high gloss Sm ith bass we've 
ever seen. The refinish it self is flawless and the bass is now about  as m inty as you'll f ind (which 
is alm ost  a lit t le weird consider ing the bass is actually about  10 years old! ) , it  really  does look 
brand new, certainly a lot  cleaner than just  about  every 'new' showroom  bass we've ever seen 
hanging in a store. The shiny finish really does look fantast ic on the lovely  quilt  m aple top and 
back -  wow, this bass I S beaut iful.  More happy news:  this bass also sounds real good -  deep, 
r ich, and evenly  balanced throughout  all registers, w ith a real nice at tack and sustain for  days, 
and of course the character ist ic sm ooth Sm ith m ids (we tend to favor the sound from  the three 
knob system , but  this one sounds really good too) . And we've said it  m any t im es but  we'll say it  
again, these BT-bodied Sm ith basses have the lit t le ext ra width at  the waist  that  m ake them  
one of the m ost  com fy sit  down basses ever (actually m y personal favor ite sit  down basses 
ever, but  I  j ust  had to say 'one of the m ost' because one of the other Bunnies likes the Fodera 
Anthony Jackson basses too and whines when I  speak in absolutes) , it  j ust  sit s r ight  up in your 
lap in perfect  playing posit ion -  very nice, not  an easy t r ick  to design a bass you know, I  think 
Ken Sm ith is underappreciated as a designer. With all the ( really bor ing)  pretender copycat  
basses out  there these days, these older or iginals are looking bet ter  than ever before. 
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